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CLOSURE OF HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT UNITS AT THE 
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Dear Mr. Johnson: 

On May 2, 2007 the District Court for the Northern District of California issued a 
decision requiring a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the cleanup of Area 
IV on the Santa Susana Field Laboratory. The Court found that the Department of 
Energy (DOE) violated and continues to violate the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) in not preparing an EIS for the cleanup of the Energy Technology Engineering 
Center (ETEC) facility in Area IV of the Santa Susana Field Laboratory. The Court 
concluded that the EIS needed to take into account the cumulative impacts from 
radioactive and chemical contamination, and the Court permanently enjoined DOE from 
transferring ownership or possession of, or otherwise relinquishing control over, any 
portion of Area IV until DOE has completed an EIS and issued a Record of Decision 
pursuant to NEPA. 

In light of that decision, the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) is 
suspending its review of the Closure Plan submitted by Boeing for the closure of RMHF 
with respect to the chemical contamination issues, as our review will be affected by the 
EIS considerations. We believe it would be inappropriate for DOE to undertake actions 
to dismantle either Building 4024 or the radioactive materials handling facility (RMHF) 
prior to completion of the EIS, as the purpose of an EIS is to consider potential 
environmental impacts prior to taking actions, not afterwards. For example, the offsite 
disposition of wastes from these decommissioning activities needs to be considered in 
the EIS. 
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